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Cedar Rapids Flood Control  

 
The Flood Control System will be designed to convey the same water volume as the flood of 

2008, reducing flood risk through the heart of Cedar Rapids on both the west and east sides of 

the river. The system will include a combination of floodwalls, levees, gates, a bridge raising, 

and pump stations, and incorporate aesthetic elements that reflect our community’s culture,  

history, and vision.  

 

City Council formally adopted the Cedar River Flood Control System Master Plan on June 23, 

2015. The master plan will provide direction for the implementation and construction of the 

flood control system, and has been developed to protect as many flood-vulnerable properties as 

possible.  

 

Construction began on the east river bank in 2016 and west river bank in 2017. The system is 

budgeted at $750 million over 20 years. Project funding is led by $267 million in state funding, 

distributed through fiscal year 2033. 

 

Flood Control Measures to Date 
 

 

Efforts at reducing Cedar Rapids’ flood risk have been ongoing since 2008. Accomplishments 

to date include:  

 

 Developed interim flood control plan 

 Removed 1,300+ properties from the flood zone 

 Secured state funding of $267 million 

 Improved sanitary sewer system and raised the City’s wells 

 Raised buildings flooded in 2008 

 Raised two bridges over Prairie Creek 

 Designed and constructed the McGrath Amphitheatre levee 

 Designed the CRST building to include a flood wall 

 Implemented watershed management practices 

 Completed Sinclair levee and pump station  



Flood Control: Current & Future Initiatives 

 
Czech Village Levee 
 

 Utility Relocations: Complete 

 Levee Construction: 2018 – 2020 

 Will protect up to 19.5 feet and stretch a half mile 

 Upon the completion of the entire Flood Control System, levee will  

protect to 2008 volume 

 

NewBo Lot 44 Pump Station  
 

 Construction: 2016 – Spring 2018 

 Between 8th and 12th Avenues in the NewBo District 

 Pumping capacity: 12,000 gallons per minute, with expansion capacity 

 Gate that prevents the river backing up through storm sewers 

 Protects community from rain inundation  

 

Quaker Oats Floodwall 
 

 First major permanent flood protection for the downtown  

 Construction: August 2018 – 2021 

 Features: 2,100 linear feet of permanent flood wall 

 Will ultimately protect to the 2008 flood volume 

 Includes pump station upgrades, water main relocation, and railroad  

closure gate  

 
8th Avenue Bridge Replacement & Rising 
 

 Provide an additional route across the river during flood events 

 Maintain access to hospitals, the police department, and I-380 

 Utility Relocations: 2018 – 2019 

 Bridge Construction: 2020 – 2022 



NewBo Levee & Trail 

 
Where is the NewBo/Lot 44 Levee Area? 
This area of flood protection is on the east side of the 

Cedar River, between 8th and 12th Avenues.  This  

segment includes the CRANDIC railroad crossing and 

the pump station that is currently under construction in 

Parking Lot 44.  Future flood protection through this 

segment will consist of walls, gates, and a levee  

approximately 11-13 feet high.   

 

Where are we now with flood  

protection alignments? 
The flood protection alignment in this area will tie  

into the new pump station in Lot 44. Outside of the 

pump station, the levee alignment will be located near the Cedar River, while leaving the  

existing Cedar River Trail.  

 

What is the timeline & budget for this area? 
The timeline and budget are yet to be determined.  
 

Currently, we are performing conceptual design tasks to determine a proposed footprint and  

environmental and historic preservation requirements, utility relocations, and trail alignments.  

When we have that information, a more detailed design and cost can be developed.  

 

What is the relationship between the 8th  

Avenue Bridge and this project?  
The project to raise and replace the 8th Avenue Bridge 

is not part of the levee project in NewBo. Renderings 

have been included at this open house to illustrate  

the trail connection through Parking Lot 44 to the  

Cedar River Trail.  



Historic Masaryk Park Monuments 

 
What are the Masaryk Park Monuments? 
The Masaryk Park Monuments are a collection of markers and  

memorial benches that recall individuals significant to the history 

and development of the New Bohemia District. These markers, all 

previously located at Masaryk Park, need to be safely relocated to 

accommodate the flood control levee. They will remain in the  

district, and will be moved to a new site along the levee.  

 

 

What is the relocation plan?  
With the collaboration and input of community stakeholders, the 

plan is to highlight each marker separately, creating a series of  

interesting features along the river trail and allowing for greater  

significance to each marker. Several marker locations will display 

an interpretive panel where individuals can pause to gather historic 

information that preserves and celebrates the culture of the  

New Bohemia District.  

 

 

What is the timeline for monument relocation? 
Final design, based on public input, will be completed in  

2018. Construction and relocation efforts are scheduled for 2019.  

 

 
What is the budget for this project? 
The total budget  — including all marker locations — is  

approximately $500,000. 



Czech Village Greenways 
 
 
Why are greenways important? 
 

Greenways provide economic benefits to the community 

 

 Greenways help attract and retain the next-generation workforce. 

 Greenways increase private investment and property values in neighborhoods close to them. 

 

Greenways contribute to the community’s health 

 

 Greenway and trail connectivity will provide 

health and fitness opportunities to achieve the 

City’s health goals.  

 Creating places to be physically active can  

result in a 25% increase of residents who  

exercise at least three times per week.  

 

Greenways change the face of the riverfront 

 

 Greenways transform neighborhoods hardest hit by the flood. 

 Greenways provide a place where the community can gather and celebrate.  

 

Next Steps 
 

 Update concept drawings and integrate them with the alignment of the  

Flood Control System. 

 Work with community groups to advance the first components of the greenways: 
 

 - Roundhouse 

 - Kayak and canoe beach 

 - Ice trail 



North Industrial Alignment 

 
Where is the North  

Industrial Area? 
The North Industrial Area  

describes the area from north of 

Quaker Oats up to J Ave/

Adirondack Drive NE, and  

inland across I-380. This map is 

the area currently being studied.  
 

What is the background 

on the original alignment? 

The US Army Corps of  

Engineers originally developed 

a preliminary design for Cedar 

River flood protection. This 

alignment, which was published 

in 2012, became the basis for 

the alignment in the City’s 

Flood Control Master Plan.  

 

What is the benefits of exploring an alternate alignment? 

The City is advancing an alternative flood protection concept to provide protection of  

additional properties and achieve additional flood protection benefits in the area around Cedar 

Lake.  

 

The alternative alignment also reduces identified challenges with the original Corps alignment, 

such as numerous rail track crossings and space constraints around industrial facilities. 



North Industrial Alignment 
 

 

Will the alternative alignment option cause additional flooding? 

The study has shown the alternative alignment compared to the US Army Corps current  

alignment causes a negligible difference for additional flooding from the Cedar River.  

 

Flooding from McLoud Run is still being studied and additional improvements may be  

warranted. We will address storm water impacts on McLoud Run as a result of the flood  

protection.  

 

Why study this area now? 

Some low-lying areas in the overall Flood Control System have already been built, and this  

area has been identified as the next priority in the Master Plan. The Master Plan included an  

option to extend protection upstream, and the City wants to find the best and right flood  

protection solution.  Additionally, interim flood protection does not work well in this area.  

  

What is the timeline for this area? 

Exploration and research continue in  2018. Based on findings, it is anticipated the City’s  

Flood Control Master Plan may be updated by the end of 2018 or beginning of 2019.  

 

The City does anticipate work will begin on the Quaker flood wall in 2018. That work will  

continue for a few years and is shown as part of the “base alignment” on North Industrial Area 

maps, meaning it can be implemented regardless of which alignment is ultimately chosen.  

 

What is the difference in cost between these options? 

At this point we estimate the difference in construction cost is approximately $30-40 million 

more for the alternative alignment option. However, there are benefits the Corps alignment  

cannot provide, such as protecting approximately 80-90 additional properties.  

 

When considering the overall cost of the entire Flood Control System, the additional cost for 

this area may be warranted by the benefits attained. 


